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Air Guard’s
first Falcon
welcomed

By CHARLES McCARTHY
Bee stall writer

The first F-15 Fighting Falcon as-
signed permanently to Fresno
slipped In almost ennoticed Monday
morning amid the background
naise of the looder F-40 Phantom
jet engines sr the Air Mational
Guard base.

“They are quieter,” said Mayor-
elect Karen Humphrey as the =16
weched down during a special wel-
come for the aircraft,

Without the F-18s, the city's plan
to conprod noise argund the Fresno
Alr Terminal might have fizzled in
the screech and roar of F4D Phan-
toms, she said. Ivow, she expects "a
controllable nodse hevel,”

Humphrey and fellaw City Coun-
cil members fwo years ago lobbied
the National Guard Bureau n
Washingion, DWC., to wasie no time
replacing Fresno's aging ‘and bels
lowang Air Guard Phanmoma.

“Wwa really pur a team effort to-
gether o get these [F-16] aincrafi
hroughre o Fresno. probabiy Sooner
than we'd Been anfé by expect”

Type: Air-combat fighter

Armament: One 20mm cannan, up 1o 6
Sidewinder air-to-air missites, or 11,000 Ib
weapaon load.

Speed: Twice the speed of sound
Range: 2,000 miles.

Ceiling: Abcve 10 miles, straight up.
Crew: One pilal.

Tha F-16 pionaared “fly-by-wira™ technology, where a computer
moniters the pilol’s movemenis and translates these mlo
instructions which control the plane. Some 20 F-162 are expected
1o fly 2bout 285 sorties a month from the Fresno Alr Terminzl,

Source: Modarn Combat Arcralt, nfoGraphes

Frasno Bea

signed to Fresno arrived later than
expected Monday., Preparing for
rakeaff from Meflis Alr Force 3
Mev,pilot Lt. Col. Skip Osterman
roticed . the piane’s liquid oxyzes
e e

5t1 had to Ay the Falcon slowly —
not over 8 miles a mimate — across
the Sierma to Fresno, Air Guard offi-
cials frown on sonic booms over the
confinental Lnited Srates,

Freeno BesCarl Crawfond
Ground cresy persannel attend to the first F-16 to be permanently based with the Air National Guard at Fresno.

~-16 whispers into Fresno

and Army Guard colonels stood in |
the warm Fresno sunshine Monday
morning, awaiting Osterman's ar-
rival

“He's 3 miles out,” a colonel said
a3 the plane approached.

Just then, pwo of the F4Ds which
have been trigzering noise. com-
plaints since their amival in Fresno
hack in 1983 howled in from their
murming praclice intercept mission.

Their exhaust smoke had barely
cleared from the rumway when Os-
terman landed Fresno's first E-16,

Orsterman i operations officer for
the Air Force's 422nd Test and
Evaiuation Squadron at MNellis. His
squadron tests the ®used” F-16s,
which have heen handed down to
the Air Guard after refitting as
Eghter-interceptors at Hill Air Fooce
Base near Ogden, Utah.

By July, all the 1965- and 1366
vintage FPhanigms will have disap-
peared from the Fresno ramps. A
few will be sent to other units sl -
using F-40s Many will go to Flor-
da where they'll be tumed mto pi-
lotless radin-controfled drones o be
chased down and blasted from the
slaes by US. and Canadian fliers in |
F-13s, F-165 and F/A-18s.

The Ade Foree hag earmarked 270
hand-me-down F-16s for refiting
with the larest electronic intercepd
equipment. By the 1980s, F-16s will
masz up cver half the Adr Guard's
fighter force, In tum. the Air Guard
with its civilian part-time and full-
e stars technician pil‘.ors{‘ will
Bl e i R - nf the air



