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Fresno Bee

;M'aj. Gen. Robert Thrasher, left, and Brig. Gen. William Bates greet Lt. Col. Skip Osterman.
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defense over the continental United
States.

| Fresno’s first F-16 actually isn’t

e first. Two others are parked in-
side the Air Guard’s hangar.
They’re loaners from the South Car-
olina and Maryland Air Guard.
They flew here early to allow Fres.
1o maintenance people to become
amiliar with the craft.

-ular Air Force units.

Now they can go home. F-16 No.
611 has arrived.

It isn’t Fresno’s first 611, either.
An F-4D in the Fresno inventory
carries that tail number, too. i

“That's a 1965 model,” Lt. Col.
Jerry Bird emphasized.

The early 1980s-model F-16s be-
ing sent to the Air Guard are being
replaced by brand-new F-16s in reg-
More than
1,000 Falcons are now flying and
2,000 more are on order for the U.S,
and allied air forces,

With their updated Falcons flying

at twice the speed of sound, the Air
Guard pilots expect they'll be able
to intercept anything that moves
within the earth’s atmosphere. This
includes ballistic missiles and
stealthy, slow-flying drug smug-
glers. ;

The Guard’s F-16s have built-in
spotlights to illuminate and identify
drug smugglers.

“You’re looking at ‘Star Wars,’ ”
said a colonel, showing Humphrey
the F-16 cockpit.

“It looks very. businesslike,” the
mayor-elect said. ‘



