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By CHARLES McCARTHY
Bee- staff writer

‘Four Fresno-based Air Guard Phantom jets
howled over the city for the last time shortly
aiter 11 a.m. Friday, making a low pass from
Sanger to Woodward Park.

.. Their Fresno swan song took the Vietnam-
era F-4Ds less than four minutes at about 5
miles per minute — about 320 knots an hour.
. It was a champagne flight.

'~ After the F-4Ds completed their 180-degree
circles and thumped onto the Fresno Air Ter-

Aﬁfe engine douses Air Guard pilots at Freé'ho Air Terminal after the final flights of F-4D Phantq

Phantom jets buzz

miﬁal runway, Air Guard firefighters turned
es on the air crews. Then the fliers got
champagne. '
Today, the 144th Fighter-Interceptor Wing’s
29 rear-seat weapons systems officers are sur-
plus. Computers have replaced them in the
it Guard’s single-seat 1980s model F-16
fighter jets.
A few of the younger “whizzos” are retrain-
g as F-16 pilots. Some will transfer to the
o-based F-4C Nevada Air Guard group.
The older ones — like F-4Ds — will take
ofher Air Guard or civilian jobs.
uieter, faster-climbing F-16s will begin

ieu to

traming flights next week from the Fresno Air
Terminal. - ‘

But Fresno won'’t be totally rid of the noisy,
smoke-belching Phantoms, yet.

Until October, when the Fresno-based F-
16s go on-line for air defense, Phantoms from
the Minnesota Air National Guard will fill at
Fresno on five-minute armed alert. They'll
scramble to intercept drug smugglers or any
other intruders in West Coast airspace.

Fresno’s 1966-model Phantoms, the first of
which arrived Oct. 2, 1983, still must fly to
their new homes, |

For most, this will be the Air Force bone-
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jets over the Fresno area. They will be replaced by F-14s.

Fresno

yard outside Tucson, Ariz. A few will go tc
units still using Phantoms.

A couple will be refitted as pilotless drone;
to be blasted from the skies by American an¢
Canadian interceptor pilots — Top Guns wit}
real targets. i _

Friday’s 90-minute training flight off the
Central California coast was the aircrew fina:
le for “whizzo” Maj. Greg Frazer. He'll re
main in uniform as Fresno’s regular Air Force
adviser until he retires next year.

Frazer and pilot Maj. Dennis Mast led

See Jets, Page Bz
_Fnday’s ft;ur-Phantom“ fim;ie. Be-
fore talgeoff Frazer briefed the






