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“I'll erie= flying her,” says Mai. Randy Bushere of the T-33 jel, which has been s0id lo the Mexican Air Force and will leave Fresno Wednesday.

Air Guard’s old ‘T-Bird’ is Mexico-bounad

1t SEPES

By BILL DONNELLY
Bee staff writer

The T-33 jet, nose-heavy and a litle un-
derpowered. showed its age parked next to
the sleek, twin-engined F—4 Dghter at Fres-
no's Adr Mational Guard base last week.

The 33-vesr-ld trainer, looking drab with
the US. Asr Force lemering removed from
irs fuselage, has been soid to the Mexxan
Ajr Force and will depart on its last fight
from Fresno Wednesday, ending &n aviarion
era ar the Fresno base. A crew of eighe
sexican Acr Force officers. including pwo
mechanics, will amive in Fresno oday 1o
Check out the jet both on the ground and in
the air, One of the visiting officers will pilat
the plane when it leives.

Mexico has purchased several other T-13s
from the United Srares. The others will be
picsed up at Davis Monthan Faeld near Tue-
ATH, AL

Aleicg will arm the trainers, equip them

to carry hombs and use them as front-line
anrceaft,

It could be a happy ending for the old jet
trainer thet came o the Fresno Guard uwnil
about & gquarter-cenmury ago. With proper
maintenance, it could serve Mexico weil for
at least 15 years,

Ar ome time, five of the cgarshaped jets
ware aasigned to The local Guand, They were
affectionately referred to as “T-Birds™ by
Guard personnel.

Lockheed built 5691 of them from 1943
to 1959, They served as the Air Force's
primary pilot-truning aireraft until 1967,

In Fresno it was used as a [raner, (rans-
port and more recently as a targst aircralfl —
acting as an approaching enemy.

Ome of its characteristics, due mainly U
its shape and lack of flat surfaces, was that
it was diffscult to treck on rador.

It made many friends among Guard per-
sonnel during its stay in Fresno, gaining a
solid reputation as 2 plane with Zrear ma-
neuverzhility because of s straight wings.
The newer jets have swept wings.

St wias a little bit underpowered, but it
was a fun aicplane.” said Guard pilod Bbaj.
Fandy L. Bushore of Clovis.

Bushore, who enlisted in the U.S. Air
TForce in 1971, has been a member of the
Fresno Guard since 1951

He had his first flight in a T-33 more than
15 vears ago and has developed a special
affection for the trainer.

“Ir’s reliable™ he said. “You absays felr
safe flying ic. [t's very predictalile.”

Comparing it to driving a car, Bushore
said it would be like driving @ vehicle tha
corners well and is ~very comfortable”
drive.

Bushore said ke had & couple of eve—open-
ers while flving a T-33. bur mothing that
could be classified 35 & ciose call.

Cne of those experiences was during a
formation takeod! ai Tyndall Al Force Base

. in Flonda, when the revolutions-per-minwte
gauge on hin plane began winding down 10
ZERTTE

Howewver, the trouble was with e gauge

and not the engine, and Bushore was able to
land the plane safely.

The other incident was during a thunder-
storm when his T-33 was caught in a down
draft while he was landing, and the plane
plummeted almoss 1,000 feet 1oward eanth
before he was able to bring it under cantrol.

Bushore said it takes about 104 houes of
piloting the T-33 before you start 1o feel
comlortable with the aircraft.

Guard Col. Jim Benton =aid it's not al-
ways easy finding parts for the old trminecs
— a situatien similac o owning an anigue
car that needs repairs.

He said Mexico hag been abie to buy

paris and witl be able o retool its machin. |

ery and makse whatever 15 necessary.

“I'N miss Ayving her,” said Bushore. “You
feel like it's an old feiend.

Cach plane develops s own personalf-




