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BRIG. GEN. EDWARD AGUIAR
— Leaving in September

SEE BELOW - NEXT PAGE

Base commander retiring
after high-level probe

By ROYAL CALKINS
Bae stal writer

Erig. Gen. Edward R, Aguiar,
cemmander of the Fresno-based
144th Fighter Interceptor Wing of
tke California Air National
Guard, will step down Sept, 30 as

a result of a top-level
irvestigation into numerous
allegations.

Air Guard personnel were told
May 17 that Aguiar had been
placed on “terminal leave" and
would be forced to retire by the
end of July. But the California
Mational Guard's top command
in Sacramento reverssd that
action Friday after state Sen.

Kea Maddy, R-Frespo, made
ingtiries on the general's behalf,

11 a de¢ sion that high-ranking
officers described asz a
compromise, Apular agreed to
retire voluntarily in September,

Through Lt, Col. James A,
Arthur, spokesman lor the Air
Guard base at the Fresna Air
Terminal, Aguiar referred al]
questions to Col. Donald Foley,
spikesman  for the California
Matierel Guard command: in
Sacramento. Foley said he could
not comment on the investigation
Or Aguiar's status,

According to current and past
Alr National Guard officers, the
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investigation began in January
after at least two pilots liled
complaints against Aguiar. The
officers said most of the charges
involved abuse of authority and
MIer improprieties.

Anwmyg the maost serious known
charpes was that Aguiar
intervened o improve poor
performance ratings for some
pilots. Other charges mcluded
such (things as instrucling
personnel (o buy extra copies of

ase  yearbooks because too
many had been ordered.

The invesligation was
conducted by three Sacramento-
based oflicers, including Lt. Col.
Stwart Brody, judge advocale
gencral for the California
MNational Guard, and Lt. Col
John Doupherty, commander of
the Califormia Army Nalional
Guard's military police
detachment. In civilian life.
Dougherty is the Sacramento
Countly districl allorney.

Officers who declined 0 e
identified said a 7M-page report
of the investigalion was reviewed
by Maj. Gen. Raymond Hebrank,
commander of the Air National
Guard, who decided the charges
did not warrant termination.

Hebrank™s  boss, Maj. Gen
Willard Shank, however, ruled
Apular should be retired, three

scenior officers said. As
commander of the California
MNational Guard, Shank direcls
both the air and army national
puards, The quicl announcement
of Aguiar's termination resulted
from Shank’s order iwo weeks
ap.

But last week, Hebrank and
Apuiar met with Shank and
successfully  argued  that  the
action was loo harsh. Shank also
had been conlacted by Sen.
Maddy's oflice, the three senior
oflicers said.

According (o several local
officers contacted by The Dee,
Apwmar created controversy
shortly alter assuming command
in Fresno in February 1982, They
snid he purged several veteran
ollicers amd replaced them with
olhers he had worked with during
other assignments.

Apuiar ook command locally
alter commanding a rescue aul
recovery group based at Moflfett
Maval Alr Station. A velcran of
J years in the Guard, he had
served previously at the Fresmo
base from 1957 to 1975, In Dus
current capacity, he also
commands [phter  inlerceptor
groups stationed in Oregon,
Montana and Michigan.

He flew 43 combal missions in
Vietnam and aiso has been a
transport and rescue pilol. He
received  his  generals  star in
Dec. 1982
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